
Social Studies
FIRST

School & Community

In first grade, students explore their place in the world around them, building on their work in kindergarten and expanding
their perspective beyond themselves.   To foster the development of critical thinking and analysis skills, students will practice
and apply the Tools of Social Science Inquiry in all units.  Students will explore multiple perspectives from the past and today
through an interdisciplinary approach including history, civics, geography, economics, and culture. Throughout the course,
students examine issues of social justice and equity within an anti-bias framework.  Students generate and research compelling
questions that allow them to find personal meaning in the topics of social studies and to participate as informed citizens of a
culturally-diverse, democratic society in an interdependent world.

Scope and Sequence of Units

School & Community Student
Demonstrates
Skills of Social

Science Inquiry

Student
Understands
History Continuity
and Change

Student
Understands
Governmental
Systems and
Principles

Student
Understands
Geographical
Study

Student
Understands
Economic
Concepts

Student
Understands
People, Groups
and Cultures

Communities X X X X X X

Influential People X X X X X

Sustainability X X X X X

1



Social Studies
FIRST

School & Community

Tools of Social Science Inquiry
Essential Questions:
How can I find and communicate information about my school and community?

Missouri Learning Standards

1.TS.7.A.a Identify and analyze primary and secondary social studies sources in classroom discussion with guidance and support.

1.TS.7.A.b Identify and use artifacts (building structures and materials, works of art representative of cultures, fossils, pottery, tools, clothing,

and musical instruments) to share information on a social studies topic.

1.TS.7.B Create visual tools to communicate information.

1.TS.7.D Share findings about a social studies topic.
1.TS.7.E Ask supporting questions and find answers about social studies topics, with assistance.

Social Justice Standards
AC.K-2.20 Students will plan and carry out collective action against bias and injustice in the world and will evaluate what strategies are

most effective.

Learning Goal

Students will be able to
demonstrate skills of social

science inquiry within
content learning goals.

Proficiency Scales
Innovating: Student demonstrates advanced understanding and application of the learning goal.

Meeting: Student demonstrates skills of social science inquiry within the content learning goals as evidenced by:
● Asking questions about a social studies topic.
● Finding information about a social studies topic using primary and secondary resources.
● Sharing information about a social studies topic using a visual tool and/or artifact.

Approaching: Student demonstrates skills of social science inquiry within the content learning goals at times with
teacher guidance.

Beginning: Student demonstrates limited understanding or skill with the learning goal.
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FIRST

School & Community

Learning Targets
All Units
Students will:

● Ask questions and  find answers using primary and secondary sources with assistance.
● Examine primary and secondary sources to find answers to social studies’ questions with assistance.

● Present information and findings on a social studies’ topic  using a variety of media including artifacts, visuals, etc.
● Work together to identify, discuss, and/or propose solutions to problems in the world.
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FIRST

School & Community

History
Essential Questions:
How is the past the same as and different from the present?
How have individuals influenced my school, community, and world?

Missouri Learning Standards
1.H.3.B Compare and contrast our community in the past and present (e.g., schools, land usage, communication).
1.H.3.C Describe the contributions of people typically studied in K-5 programs associated with national holidays.

Social Justice Standards
DI.K-2.8 Students will respectfully express curiosity about the history and lived experiences of others and will exchange ideas and beliefs in an

open-minded way.
DI.K-2.10 Students will examine diversity in social, cultural, political and historical contexts rather than in ways that are superficial or oversimplified.
JU.K-2.15 Students will identify figures, groups, events and a variety of strategies and philosophies relevant to the history of social justice

around the world.

Learning Goal

Students will be able to
understand history,

continuity, and change.

Proficiency Scales
Innovating: Student demonstrates advanced understanding and application of the learning goal.

Meeting: Student demonstrates skills and understanding related to history, continuity, and change as evidenced by:
● Sequencing events to establish a sense of order and time.
● Comparing and contrasting life in the past to life today.
● Sharing contributions of significant individuals and groups.

Approaching: Student demonstrates skills and understanding related to history, continuity, and change at school and in
the community at times with teacher guidance.

Beginning: Student demonstrates limited understanding or skill with the learning goal.

Learning Targets
Communities
Students will:
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School & Community

● Explore ways that people learn about the past.
● Examine and compare artifacts from today and in the past.
● Compare and contrast school and community in the past and the present.
● Compare and contrast their own experiences and beliefs to those of other people.

Influential People
Students will:

● Explore ways that people learn about the past.
● Examine and compare artifacts from today and in the past.
● Explore the lives and impact of historical figures including activists, politicians, explorers, and inventors such as Sacajawea, Helen Keller, Ruby Bridges,

George Washington Carver, Albert Einstein, Cesar Chavez, etc.
Sustainability
Students will:

● Consider how events have global causes and effects.
● Explore how people’s actions impact our world and planet.

Civics
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Social Studies
FIRST

School & Community
Essential Questions:
How do we decide upon rules at school and in the community?
What rights and responsibilities do we have as members of our school and community?

Missouri Learning Standards
1.PC.1.B Identify and explain why cities make laws.
1.PC.1.C Discuss how individual rights are protected.
1.PC.1.D Give examples of being an active and informed citizen in your classroom or community.
1.PC.1.E Describe the character traits of role models within your community.
1.PC.1.F.a Recognize and explain the significance of the Statue of Liberty, U.S. Capitol, Bald Eagle and the Liberty Bell.
1.PC.1.F.b Recognize and explain the significance of symbols of your local community.
1.GS.2.C Describe how authoritative decisions are made, enforced and interpreted within schools and local communities (e.g., explain what

rules mean in specific cases).
1.GS.2.D Describe roles and responsibilities of people in government, such as a judge, mayor, police, city council member, in a community.

1.RI.6.B Propose peaceful resolutions of disputes in the classroom and on the playground.

Social Justice Standards
JU.K-2.12 Students will recognize unfairness on the individual level (e.g., biased speech) and injustice at the institutional or systemic level e.g.,

discrimination).
AC.K-2.17 Students will recognize their own responsibility to stand up to exclusion, prejudice and injustice.

Learning Goal

Students will be able to
understand

governmental systems
and principles.

Proficiency Scales
Innovating: Student demonstrates advanced understanding and application of the learning goal.

Meeting: Student demonstrates skills and understanding related to governmental systems and principles as evidenced
by:

● Identifying rules, rights, and responsibilities at school and in the community.
● Identifying ways to resolve conflict peacefully and fairly.

Approaching:  Student demonstrates skills and understanding related to governmental systems and principles at
school and in the community at times with teacher guidance.
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School & Community

Beginning: Student demonstrates limited understanding or skill with the learning goal.

Learning Targets
Communities
Students will:

● Identify rules at school and in the community.
● Identify rights and responsibilities at school and in the community.
● Describe the roles and responsibilities of people in the community.
● Compare points of view with peers to begin to understand human diversity.
● Describe the roles and responsibilities of people in the community.
● Consider how decisions are made and enforced and whether those decisions are fair.
● Discuss how to resolve conflict peacefully.
● Identify symbols of the community and nation.

Influential People
Students will:

● Explore how individuals have challenged unfairness and bias in the world.
Sustainability
Students will:

● Examine how change is made in the community and world.
● Explore examples of active citizenship.
● Consider why it is important to be an active and informed citizen.
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Geography
Essential Question:
How can we use maps and globes to communicate information about our school and community?

Missouri Learning Standards

1.EG.5.A.a Identify globes as representations of real places.

1.EG.5.A.b With assistance, read, construct, and use maps which have a title and key.

1.EG.5.A.c Describe how maps are created for different purposes such as a school fire drill, a trip to the zoo etc.
1.EG.5.A.d Use a compass rose to identify cardinal directions on a map.
1.EG.5.B Locate a place by pointing it out on a map and by describing its relative location  i.e., description of a location by explaining where

the place is in relation to one or more other places.

1.EG.5.C.a Identify physical characteristics of your community, such as climate, topography, relationship to water and ecosystems.
1.EG.5.C.b Describe human characteristics of your community such as population composition, architecture, kinds of economic and

recreational activities, transportation and communication networks, etc.

Learning Goal

Students will be able to
understand geographical

study.

Proficiency Scales
Innovating: Student demonstrates advanced understanding and application of the learning goal.

Meeting: Student demonstrates skills and understanding related to geography as evidenced by:
● Using maps, globes, and other models to describe physical and human characteristics of place.
● Describing ways people modify and adapt to their environment.

Approaching: Student demonstrates skills and understanding related to geography at school and in the community
with teacher guidance.

Beginning: Student demonstrates limited understanding or skill with the learning goal.

Learning Targets
Communities
Students will:

● Read, construct, and  use maps with adult support.
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● Identify north, south, east, and west using a compass rose on a map.
● Describe the relative location of a place (i.e. where it is located in relation to another place.)

Influential People
● Locate where historical events occurred on a map.

Sustainability
Students will:

● Explore elements in their environment that affect their lives.
● Examine how people use and think about physical and built environments.
● Explore concerns about the use (ex: farming, living, and have fun) and abuse (ex: pesticides, cutting down trees, and pollution) of the physical

environment.
● Examine how people adapt to and change the environment.
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Economics
Essential Questions:
Why do we have to make choices about what we buy?

Missouri Learning Standards

1.E.4.A.a Describe examples of scarcity within your school and community.

1.E.4.A.b Describe examples of goods and services within your school and community.
1.E.4.A.c Describe consumers and producers and the relationship to goods and services within your school and community.

Learning Goal

Students will be able to
understand economic

concepts.

Proficiency Scales
Innovating: Student demonstrates advanced understanding and application of the learning goal.

Meeting: Student demonstrates skills and understanding related to economics as evidenced by:
● Identifying scarcity within the school, community, or world.
● Identifying goods and services.
● Describing the relationship between consumers and producers.

Approaching: Student demonstrates skills and understanding related to economics at school and in the community at
times with teacher guidance.

Beginning: Student demonstrates limited understanding or skill with the learning goal.

Learning Targets
Communities
Students will:

● Explore why we must make choices about what to buy.
● Identify examples of goods and services.
● Describe how consumers make decisions about purchasing goods and services of producers.
● Consider that some people have more than others due to circumstances outside of their control.

Sustainability
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School & Community

Students will:
● Seek out examples of scarcity within your school and community and world.
● Examine connections between goods/services and the environment.
● Explore the connection between consumers/producers and the environment.
● Consider the limited nature of natural resources and explore alternatives.
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People, Groups & Cultures
Essential Questions:
How do people celebrate and commemorate cultural traditions in our school and community?

Missouri Learning Standards

1.RI.6.A Describe cultural characteristics of your school & community including language, celebrations, customs, holidays, artistic

expression, food, dress, & traditions.

1.RI.6.C Recount stories about locations, people, and events in your community.
1.RI.6.D Describe how your community commemorates its cultural heritage.

Social Justice Standards
ID.K-2.2 Students will develop language and historical and cultural knowledge that affirm and accurately describe their membership in multiple identity

groups.
ID.K-2.3 Students will recognize that people’s multiple identities interact and create unique and complex individuals.
DI.K-2.7 Students will develop language and knowledge to accurately and respectfully describe how people (including themselves) are both similar to

and different from each other and others in their identity groups.
DI.K-2.9 Students will respond to diversity by building empathy, respect, understanding and connection.
JU.K-2.11 Students will recognize stereotypes and relate to people as individuals rather than representatives of groups.

Learning Goal

Students will be able to
understand people,

groups, and cultures.

Proficiency Scales
Innovating: Student demonstrates advanced understanding and application of the learning goal.

Meeting: Student demonstrates skills and understanding related to the study of people, groups, and cultures at school
and in the community as evidenced by:

● Sharing cultural characteristics of different identity groups.
● Describing the achievements of different individuals or groups as well as challenges they have faced.

Approaching: Student demonstrates skills and understanding related to the study of people, groups, and cultures at
school and in the community at times with teacher guidance.

Beginning: Student demonstrates limited understanding or skill with the learning goal.
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Learning Targets
Communities
Students will:

● Examine cultural characteristics such as language, celebrations, customs, holidays, artistic expression, food, dress, and traditions of their families,
classmates, or communities.

● Explore how people at school and in the community honor their cultural heritages.
● Describe ways that they are similar to and different from people who share their identities and those who have other identities.
● Recognize that some people have been treated differently than others because of their identities.

Influential People
Students will:

● Explore the stories and contributions of people throughout history from a multitude of identity groups.
● Develop language and knowledge to accurately and respectfully describe how people (including themselves) are both similar to and different from each

other and others in their identity groups.
● Recognize that some people have been treated differently than others because of their cultural identities and have worked to correct injustice.
● Examine how individuals and groups have fought racism, injustice and bias.
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